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infected. Besides it was all faded like that when I
found it."
" Very curious/' said Dr. Priestley. He stared in-
tently at the letter for a long time, then laid it aside.
" I think you are quite right to keep these documents,"
he said. " They might possibly have a sentimental
value to a relative of Alcott. A notice of his death
appeared in some of the papers, I believe. Have you
had any communications on the subject?"
" None whatever, sir. It looks as if the poor chap
hadn't a friend or relation in the world. We know that
his father has been dead for a year, and Sir Alured didn't
think that he had any other relations, sir."
" So he told me. And it seems most probable, or he
would certainly have applied to them for help. Have
you discovered where he slept the night before his
death?"
'* Why, no, sir, we ha.ven't. He was probably
lodging somewhere about. Spent the last of his money
on a bed and a bite of something to eat, I expect. Doctor
Gainsford thought that he hadn't had anything to eat
since the morning."
" Have you any reason to suppose that the man was
tramping from place to place?" Dr. Priestley asked.
" Is it not quite possible that he was living somewhere
in the vicinity, and walked to Markheys with the inten-
tion of returning when he had seen Sir Alured? In
that case, he may have had belongings other than those
found on his body."
" Well, to tell you the truth, sir, I never thought
of that," Blewitt replied, in a tone of some bewilder-
ment. Then, gaining confidence, he continued. " But
it's not very likely, sir. For in that case'he must have
been lodging with somebody. And we should have been
sure to have heard, if he had been. There was a full
account in last week's Weyford Standard, a couple of